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he Grand Hotel Cervino is a five-
star hotel in Breuil-Cervinia 
boasting a unique continuity 

between the interior and exterior 
spaces: “This concept – says archi-
tect Mariapia Bettiol with Studio in 
Aosta – was one of the fundamental 
starting points of the project, some-
thing we have thought about from the 
very beginning”.  
The architect worked on a particular 
area, narrow and long, with a con-
straint regarding the body of the 
building and proposed to realize a 
structure that would take advantage 
of the view of nature both in front and 
behind with the impressive and spec-
tacular presence of Matterhorn.  
The objective was to create simple 
volumes from a large starting volume 
that was split into smaller parts to 
recreate the idea of a mountain vil-
lage.   
Indeed, this structure is reminiscent 
of the neighboring village, a very tra-
ditional complex whose original 
forms have been taken and graceful-
ly modernized. 

The three bodies into which the orig-
inal structure is divided rest on the 
basement foundation of what was a 
large garage that goes right into the 
mountain, causing nature to envelop 
the three volumes that rely on the 
stone foundation. 
The new structures resting on the 
basement complement the nearby 
pre-existing structures with a special 
added value determined by the view 
of a golf course and, of course, the 
Matterhorn pyramid. In the suites,  
the Matterhorn is framed by the win-
dows as a real and changing picture 
in the hours of the day.  
This immersion in mountainous 
nature is also accentuated by exteri-
or cavities that create crystal pools 
used as winter gardens, visible from 
the inside, which still bring natural 
light into the building, detracting from 
the important ground-level footprint 
of the basement areas, generating, 
moreover, a surprise effect that 
guests do not expect. 
The pre-existing building was a 
rather dilapidated and water-logged 
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T garage, so it was demolished entire-
ly, while a spring was carefully 
tapped and reused within the building 
itself. 
Another key aspect of the design is 

GRAND HOTEL CERVINO. 
LUXURY HOSPITALITY  
IN THE MOUNTAINS
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the fact that the building was to be 
ready in about nine months, although 
the incidence of Covid led to almost 
four months over the deadline from 
start to finish, so everything was 

designed to be done quickly with clo-
sure of the work as soon as possible. 
The idea of replicating these bodies, 
separating them, also stemmed from 
the need to finish the work in a short 
time. 
Cement was used only for the base-
ment floors while X-Lam was used 
from the ground floor to the top, in 
collaboration with Wood-Beton.  
There was a great deal of design 
work by all actors involved, coordi-
nated by the general contractor 
ViCO.  
The bathrooms were built as individ-
ual units and inserted into the struc-
ture already furnished during the 
assembly of the individual floors. 
 
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 
In this hotel the presence of the 
mountains is very strong on the out-
side and it was not intended to repli-
cate it unconditionally on the inside, 
certainly in the rooms there is a hint 
of the mountains but in the common 
areas and, in particular, in the well-
ness areas a very modern cut and 
character prevail, thanks also to the 
large glassed-in spaces, which allow 
the mountain panorama to enter 
scenically from the outside. 
The collaboration with Concreta, 
contractor with headquarters in 
Postalesio  (Valtellina), was 
expressed in the interiors through a 
strong combination among the exist-
ing  architecture, the Client (ViCO 
enterprise and Mythos Group) and 
the project, making a successful syn-
thesis between the objectives of the 
different stakeholders. 
The sixty rooms are compact in size, 
with a strong rationalization of fur-
nishings that allow them to fully 
experience the required functionality. 
Concreta provided valuable cues to 
achieve this goal. 
In the furnishing of the rooms, wood 
was chosen in combination with 
stone materials.  
"The presence of wood in the moun-
tains is essential to create and pre-

serve an impression of warmth with a 
traditional and modern mountain 
slant”, says architect Bettiol. 
In the four suites, the sitting area was 
created in one module, adapting the 
bed area to the new dimension of the 
space.  
Different is the case with the four spa 
suites, where the goal was to create 
a space of extreme quality that maxi-
mizes its comfort. 
The bathrooms feature Florim tiles in 
different declinations and create a 
feeling of well-being and cleanliness. 
The wellness space is a real piece of 
skill created by the architect, who 
continues the fil-rouge of marble as a 
sign of luxury by integrating it in the 
sauna together with wood: "The idea 
is that of the jewel, - explains archi-
tect Bettiol - that is, to embellish the 
object that could have been rustic 
with luxurious and valuable materi-
als. This path can be found in the 
pool space where a play of mirrors 
and the double height of the room 
that interpenetrates into the restau-
rant create games of light with the 
feeling that the space is lost to the 
eye." 
The restaurant space re-proposes 
the dialectic of the exaltation of light 
and space with the only exception 
designed for those who love the con-
cept of the mountain ‘Stube’, a small 
room overlooking the forest and clad 
in wood and intimacy detaching itself 
from the other common rooms 
marked by modernity.  
In the small room, wooden beams 
provided by Concreta are used with 
an effect wave pattern, which moves 
the lights and shadows of the room. 
The outdoor spaces are developed 
on both the front and the back, but it 
is the large terraces present to the 
right and left of the restaurant that 
are highly experienced, while the 
green areas allow - from the ground 
floor - to return externally to the first 
basement level of the parking site, 
with direct external access to the 
reception and restaurant. 
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